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Dear Guillaume, Mr. and Ms. Woei A Jin, 

It is an especially great joy that after 18 years we can once again ordain 

a priest from Suriname. Everyone is joyful and I can imagine that the 

Chinese community is overjoyed. From the testimony of his brother 

Raoul we know that at a very early age Guillaume played priest and 

used Parbo beer coasters as hosts. It did take some time, however, 

before he made the definitive choice to become a priest. When he had 

finally the choice, everything went at a fast pace. During my time as 

parish priest of St. Alphonsus parish, I already noticed that Guillaume 

was very precise and zealous in his participation as organist and as 

member of the liturgy group. 

He was multi talented but at times he could also be very formal. I 

already saw then that he had the qualities to become a priest, but I was 

somewhat concerned about the formal part. Fortunately, in an 

interview recentely he demonstrated that he has enough self 

knowledge and in that article he said that he has changed. He says 

himself that he adds more water to the wine. He is no longer always so 

unyielding, which he was in the past. In his formation he learned to be 

patient with the weaknesses of others and that you should try to work 

together with everyone. 

From his choice of readings today, I notice that Guillaume is completely 

in line with the fundamental and preferential option of a church for the 

poor. That is the reading from Isaiah 61. Furthermore, that a priest is 

selected from the people to serve the people. Hebrews 5 underscores 

the fact that the priest is not super human, but also has his own sins. 

The Gospel especially emphasizes the shortage of priests in our country 

and, in fact, everywhere: “The harvest is plenty, but the labourers are 
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few.” That was also the Gospel passage which I chose 33 years ago and 

in those 33 years the harvest has become even greater while the 

number of labourers is decimated. 

Guillaume becomes a priest in the local context of poverty and 

shortage of priests, and on a global level in the context of 

unprecedented fast changes. Added to that, he becomes a priest in a 

time when the church is experiencing great turmoil because of the 

many scandals of sexual abuse by members of the clergy. Even though 

the church has adopted a policy of ‘zero tolerance’ and in reality it 

concerns only a very small number, this crisis will haunt the church for 

ages. Some say that this crisis is the greatest within the Catholic church 

ever since the Reformation. Pope Francis has sought to find the deeper 

causes of this crisis. What could be the cause within the institute itself 

for such far-reaching failure? After all, this failure undermines the 

credibility of the whole church. The cause, according to pope Francis – 

and I agree wholeheartedly – is clericalism. 

What is clericalism? Clericalism is an ideology which affords the clergy 

more power than it rightfully deserves. The two words in this definition 

to which I would like to pay special attention are ideology and power. 

I received my academic formation during the sixties and seventies, 

where I saw the deadly consequences of a blind ideology almost daily 

on television. The world was torn apart between a communist and a 

capitalist ideology. Driven by ideology, hundreds of wars, coups and 

counter coups were waged in countries in Latin America and Africa, 

among which also Suriname in the eighties. The lives of people did not 

matter, values and norms had no worth. All that mattered was the 

battle and preservation of power. The worst part about ideology is that 
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the people who are trapped in it do not acknowledge that their 

behaviour is determined by an ideology. They presume to act as free 

individuals. I hope that all of you will always remaind on guard and will 

alwasy be able to analyse the ideologies from which people think and 

act. 

The second word for which I ask your attention is power. Long ago, I 

thought that money and wealth where the greatest motivators of the 

human person. As I get older, I am convinced that it is power. The 

battle to preserve power is the greatest human incentive. Sexual abuse 

by clergy, incest in families, rape and sexual assault all have ultimately 

to do with abuse of power. 

Clericalism as an ideology meant that the clergy saw themselves as all 

powerful, due to their great numbers they became self-sufficient, they 

considered themselves as superior and elevated above a sinful world. 

Clericalism caused that the clergy saw themselves as an elite club who 

had exclusive access to God and which had to protect its self interests. 

Clericalism has no place in a church that is inspired by Gospel values. 

The model of church of the Second Vatican Council is one of a pilgrim 

people of God. Furthermore, the church is also incarnated in this world. 

No longer a triumphalistic and alien church which considers itself 

superior to the world or separated from a sinful world. Clericalism is 

totally opposed to the servant church which Jesus inaugurated by 

washing the feet of the disciples at the Last Supper. Within clericalism, 

priests saw themselves as unfallible, heroic lone rangers and even had a 

Messiah complext. In other words: they had the idea that they could 

save the world on their own. 
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You can understand that if you wish to address a symptom, you must 

eliminate the cause. Pope Francis has dared to name the cause and 

offers many refreshing ways in which priests can once again fulfill their 

original and authentic. 

Guillaume: the reading from Hebrews, which you chose, goes totally 

against clericalism. This reading says after all: “Every high priest is taken 

from among the human beings and is appointed to act on their behalf.” 

Here there is no mention of a superior power thinking. The same 

chapter says: “He [the priest] can sympathise with those who are 

ignorant or who have gone astray, because he too is subject to the 

limitations of weakness.” Every priest must learn, through self 

knowledge, what his own boundaries are and will learn to fulfill his 

priestly ministry in a partnership with others. A priest is not a superman 

or lone ranger. Jesus sent out the disciples in pairs to evangelize. To 

manage the many tasks of the parish, priests must make time for each 

other. Fraternal correction, but above all friendship between priests is 

necessary for inspiring leadership. The priest who emanates from 

Scripture is one who collaborates with the community which he serves.  

I also know that the faithful have become accustomed to the clerical 

model of being church. The roof is leaking: father has to take care of it; 

the children need catechesis: father will look after it; etc. The priest is a 

centipede, he can do all and he knows all, he cannot get angry or tired. 

This image has to disappear for good. The priest is also just human. 

Guillaume: you will be ordained to the priesthood. You are set apart to 

serve, but always remember that you never stand apart from the 

community from which you come. You are ordained to proclaim, but 

always remember that you must be the first hearer of the word which 
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you proclaim and that you remain open to what the parishioners hear 

in the Gospel. You are ordained to pray for others and to bless them, 

but remember that you also need the blessing and the prayer of the 

community. You are ordained to lead, but you must also be willing to 

be lead by the people you serve. 

The opposite of a clerical church is the model of St. Paul, where he says 

that the church is one body with many members. A body where all 

members have equal worth. The head is not superior to the body and 

the eyes are not more important than another organ. All need each 

other and if one suffers, then all members suffer. If we can be priests 

like this, then we will be able to regain the credibility of the. 

You are also ordained in a global context of fast changes. Sometimes 

we say scornfully that the only constant is that everything constantly 

changes. Taken at its core, all changes are merely external changes in 

technology and science. Today we live in what is called a ‘knowledge 

economy.’ Knowledge alone is insufficient to see a righteous person. 

The fast changes and developments benefit the rich and the powerful. 

Because, even though the damaging causes of climate change emerge 

from the rich and powerful countries, it is still the poor and nature who 

have to pay the price. Your choice of the reading from Isaiah 6 shall be 

for you an encouragement to help the poor, not to succumb to the fast 

changes and the lifestyle of the rich. Ever since pope Francis, we cannot 

limit the proclamation of the Gospel to humans, but the whole of 

creation needs to be liberated from the powers of death and the 

culture of death. 

You are also ordained within a local context where the harvest is great 

but the labourers are few. There is much to do in our diocese, but 
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remember: you are not superman, neither a messiah. When, as a young 

priest, I wanted to tackle four or five issues simultaneously, Bishop 

Zichem would smile and ask: “You do want to have a long and happy 

priesthood?” I did not understand at all what he meant and kept 

looking at him interrogatively. He then said: “God will give you enough 

time to do what He wants.” Ultimately it comes down to being happy as 

a priest and that you make others happy with your life. 

I wish you a long and happy priesthood! 


